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Dear Leo Nickerson Families,

We have spent the last five weeks trying to make sense of the situation we find ourselves in.  School 
staff are grateful to be able to work with many who have provided important insights into what some of 
our families are experiencing at home, as we navigate remote teaching and learning during a pandemic.

As outlined by Alberta Education, students in kindergarten to grade 6 are expected to engage in 
approximately 5 hours of work per week.  This benchmark alone has been a challenge for teachers and 
some families to understand.  This hour a day seems far too little for some children and their families 
and far too much for others.  We recognize that the families of our students and of our staff are being 
impacted in many different ways by social distancing, working from home, and learning remotely.

So, what have we learned?

We are learning to give ourselves grace.  We try to understand that we aren’t perfect and neither is 
teaching and learning in this situation.

We are learning to be flexible.  This means we need to let go of some things and focus on what is most 
important.  Everyone is working at their own pace.  Everyone is doing what they are capable of doing.

We are learning that we need to be connected to others.  We’ve all heard the expression, “It takes a 
village to raise a child”.  We miss our village and being someone else’s safe place.

We are learning that people express grief, stress and loss in different ways.  Kids miss their teachers and 
teachers miss their kids.  It helps to see one another on Google Meets, but it just doesn’t feel the same.

We are learning that we need to take care of ourselves.  Eat well, stay active, breathe and stay home.

We are learning that no matter how hard we work or how busy we keep ourselves, it’s important to 
acknowledge that we are working with imperfect solutions in dealing with this crisis.  These moments 
will pass and we will then need to rebuild with the energy we have left.

While you are learning to work through the technology and support your child at home, thank you for  
understanding  that your teachers are learning too.  Teachers have expressed that they feel like a first 
year teacher again, even with their years and diversity of experiences.   Through all this, the staff at Leo 
Nickerson are committed to navigating remote teaching alongside our families.  Thank you for walking 
with us as Partners in Education.

Helen & Tammy



Dear Parents, 

Don’t stress about schoolwork.  In September, 

we will get your children back on track.  We are 

teachers and that is our superpower.  What we 

can’t fix is social-emotional trauma that prevents 

the brain from learning.  So right now, we just 

need you to share your calm, share your strength, 

and share your laughter with your children.  

No kids are ahead.  No kids are behind. Your 

children are exactly where they need to be. 

With love,

All the teachers on planet Earth 
(and extra special love from all 
of us at Leo Nickerson)



For more detailed information, please check out the calendar on the school website at ln.spschools.org
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