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A NEWSLETTER FROM ÉCOLE LEO NICKERSON SCHOOL

Dear Leo Nickerson School Community,

It has been 20 years since I joined Leo Nickerson Elementary school. I started here, a naive and eager teacher with high 
hopes of becoming part of a team that I could  learn from and enjoy working with. Little did I know how enmeshed 
I would become and how fast the time would pass. It is certainly true what they say, “Do what you love and you will 
never work a day in your life”, as my years here did not feel like work but rather an experience of joy and growth. So I 
wrote this poem using the model, “All I Really Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten” to share what I have learned 
from all of you. 

Most of what I really need
To know about how to teach, parent and live

I learned at Leo Nickerson
Wisdom was not at the top

Of the school administration mountain
But there, in the halls, playground and staff room

Of the school

Parents are powerful partners
Lean into difficult conversations and get curious

Phone Calls go a long way but face to face is always better
Having a child is like watching your heart exist outside of your body, 

Teachers are entrusted with this heart, 
Every. Single. Day.

These are the things I learned:

Collaboration is everything
Be vulnerable, especially when it’s tough to do so

Life is better when you surround yourself with exceptional people
Colleagues become family

Everyone deserves to belong
Trust myself and trust others to BE myself

An open door policy is the only policy I really need to remember
Diversity is the key to instill empathy,

acceptance and self discovery

Everything's better with a meat tray
Joy and negativity cannot occupy the same space

A crowded staff room filled with laughter is a healthy sign
“My mom doesn’t work in the staffroom kitchen”

Secretaries and Custodians actually run the school.

When in doubt, “ask Mr. Wilson”
Learning is a byproduct of healthy relationships

My passion for what I do, will sometimes outweigh my patience
ANY amount of time spent with a child, is time well spent

Teaching knows no boundaries

All I really need to know
                        I learned at 
                                     Leo Nickerson



For more detailed information, please check out the calendar on the school website at ln.spschools.org
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