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As we welcome June, a great deal of anticipation can be felt for the end of the school year.  
It's been an interesting year, to say the least, and we will all benefit from full days of play and 
relaxation.  Mr. Rurka is finishing his first year at Leo Nickerson and has a few thoughts to share 
about this strange year and about being part of the amazing Leo Nickerson School community.

Rurka's Reflections: June Edition
At 8:00 a.m. each day, staff at Leo Nickerson have come to 
expect a thought-provoking daily reflection to arrive in their 
inbox. It may be a piece of educational research, a consideration 
for instructional practices, ideas on how to meaningfully build 
community and relationships, or thoughts on how to foster 
21st-century learning skills. It might also include considerations 
for how to build more inclusive learning environments or how 
to set students up for success with regards to academics, 
social skills, vocational development, and so forth.  My primary 
objective with Rurka's Reflections is to stimulating thinking, 
promote meaningful (and sometimes challenging) discourse, 
and to take a purposeful moment to pause and think deeply 
about the kind of work we do. One recent reflection took the 
form of two questions that read as follows:

What have you learned about teaching and learning during the 
pandemic?

What previously held beliefs about education have been 
reaffirmed during the pandemic?

Looking back and considering the above questions, here are some 
observations we have made since the World Health Organization 
declared the pandemic back on March 11, 2020. 

Students and staff are incredibly resilient. 

Some days, weeks, and months have been challenging, yet 
our school population continues to rise to that challenge with 
dedication, hard work, and perseverance. While it is not yet 
certain that we are ahead of the curve with regards to COVID-19 
and the pandemic, we are cautiously optimistic that things are 
headed in the right direction. The newfound sense of resiliency 
will be a tremendous asset when facing adversity in the future.

https://ln.spschools.org/


Schools are places that serve many functions beyond 
academics. 

When we think of school, we often consider the development 
of language including knowledge and skills pertaining to literacy 
and numeracy.  We've come to realize that schools are so much 
more than this. They are a place that friendships form, where 
students can develop a unique skillset in a club or an extracurricular 
group - schools are an environment where students belong to 
a community while simultaneously developing their own unique 
identity. Schools are a place to celebrate one another's growth 
and development - they are a place to laugh and sometimes 
they are a place to cry. 

The partnership between home and school is of 
paramount importance.

Simply put, we could not have made it through the past year 
without the support of our tremendous community of parents. 
You have worked closely with us over the past year to ensure 
that your children's needs are met as best as they can be. We 
cannot wait for the day that we can welcome you all into our 
building with open arms en masse. 

Noise is a good thing. 

During our various pivots to at-home learning, we quickly realized 
how much we miss the noise in our building. Students cheerfully 
making their way through the hallway, the productive discourse 
of students working on an assignment, and children happily 
sharing about their weekend as they line up for the school day 
quickly come to mind. The silence of an empty building is a 
saddening thought and one we hope to avoid in the future. 

Well-being is foundational to all that we do. 

We often think of schools with regard to student learning. 
Literacy and numeracy are considered foundational skills, yet 
they only represent two pillars of student development. Well-
being is an equally (or perhaps more) important pillar that we 
must always be mindful of. One might argue that well-being 
in the form of physical, mental, and emotional health matters 
more than receiving an 'Excellent Achievement' indicator on a 
progress report. 

While the above list is by no means exhaustive, it does capture 
some of the experiences and insights we have gleaned this 
school year. I sit here writing this on the day that students have 
returned to in-person learning once again and am cherishing 
the 'noise' that once again fills our building.

Adam Rurka



For more detailed information, please check out the calendar on the school website at 

Due to the water fountains not being available this year, 
and many students forgetting to bring a refillable water bottle, 

the office has been handing out a lot of disposable cups.  
Please make sure your child has a clean  

water bottle at school every day.

https://ln.spschools.org/


Planning for Next Year
At this time of year, the staff at École Leo Nickerson School are making preparations for the 
next school year.  Registration, staffing, budget, class organization and ordering materials 
for the next year are but a few of the tasks that happen at the end of a school year. When 
creating the new classes for the following year, the school administration and the teaching 
staff, working in collaboration, take many factors into consideration.  The composition of 
the learning groups are balanced to the best of our ability to accommodate student learning 
needs, class size, inclusion of special needs, behaviour, group dynamics, student ability and 
gender. All learning groups include students with a range of abilities. Current classroom 
teachers share as much information as possible with future classroom teachers about each 
student so that all classes are as productive as possible. 

Accommodating many parent requests can complicate the task of balancing classes. Students 
might also put pressure on their parents to request a certain teacher or be with a certain 
friend. Parents then feel that they have to place a request for their child and the spiral 
continues— undoing, in some cases, the optimum learning groups that the teaching staff 
have worked so hard to create. We ask that you support our educational decisions by not 
requesting specific teachers or classrooms. If parents have information concerning medical 
or educational needs, they are invited to provide the school with the information in writing so 
the most appropriate placement can be determined. 

At Leo Nickerson, we have a dedicated, professional teaching staff that collectively work to 
provide excellent programs for our students. We continually strive to do our best in providing 
the optimum learning environments for our students to achieve success.

Family Pets
Family pets play an important role in our lives. Many of us have been very fortunate to be 
able to enjoy the companionship, love, and joy that being a pet owner provides. 

However, there are some children in our school who are frightened by dogs. 

With all of the commotion and noise that occurs around the entrances of our school, the 
children often become excited and so can your dog. In order to ensure that we are able to 
provide a comfortable and safe environment for all our students, we respectfully request 
that everyone keeps pets away from certain areas. Should you walk to school with your dog, 
for the safety of the children and your dog, please stand away from the entrances and stay 
off the tarmac areas of the school, as well as keep your dog leashed and under control.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation and support.



NEWS & EVENTS IN ST. ALBERT AND      SURROUNDING AREAS

https://www.sigischildcare.ca/contact-us/leo-nickerson
https://www.spschools.org/whats_new/division_art_show
https://www.studentquickpay.com/spschools/


https://www.alberta.ca/mental-wellness-day-for-schools.aspx



