
A NEWSLETTER FROM ÉCOLE LEO NICKERSON SCHOOL

It is so hard for me to believe that one month of school has already passed!  It seems like just yesterday that we 
welcomed your sons and daughters on their first day of school, arriving with their new school supplies and school 
clothes, and excited to get to know their new teachers.  With the beginning of the month of October, students have 
now settled into their daily routines, but they still have that same excitement and enthusiasm on their faces as they 
greet us every morning.  What a fantastic way to start the day!

With the leaves changing colour and a chill forming in the air, it is at this time of the year where we traditionally 
take time to reflect on the people and things for which we are thankful.  On a personal note, I feel so grateful to 
be able to work in a school with an amazing dedication to the learning of students and a place with a strong sense 
of community and family.  With such a great environment for students, parents and staff, I am reminded on a 
daily basis just how lucky I am to work here.  Thank-you to you all for your dedication to the students at École Leo 
Nickerson.

École Leo Nickerson’s school-wide COLOURS character education program helps to focus the efforts of students 
and staff alike to become the best we can be as individuals, as a school population, and as members of the wider 
global community.  Using the acronym COLOURS, we remind ourselves about positive behaviours and developing 
positive qualities of character:  Cooperation, Organization, Listening, Open-mindedness, Understanding, Respect and 
Responsiblity, Sharing and Caring.

As we move forward in time, we will continue to focus on student growth and development.  Our continued work 
together will enable us to achieve our goals of assisting students to reach their potential and helping them to feel a 
part of the École Leo Nickerson community.  This reminds me of something that Helen Keller once said, “Alone we 
can do so little; together we can do so much.”   

         - Mr. Erickson



Recognizing and Honoring Truth and Reconciliation
For the second consecutive year, St. Albert Public Schools and Ecole Leo Nickerson will recognize and 
honor the National Day of Truth and Reconciliation. At the classroom level, teachers engaged in a variety 
of cross-curricular activities to develop students' understanding of this subject. Our focus was enhanced 
greatly by the work of guest speaker Celina Loyer of the Musée Héritage Museum in St. Albert. She shared 
about her family's residential school experience, while also sharing ideas on what reconciliation means 
and its significance to our daily lives. This year the National Center for Truth and Reconciliation (NCTR) 
has declared it's theme to be Remembering the Children. Celina's presentation left us with simple and 
practical ideas that we can all use to work towards reconciliation. 

Some facts to consider:

Over 130 residential schools were located in Canada.

Canada's last residential school closed in 1996. 

There were two residential schools in St. Albert (both of which were destroyed by fire and no longer 
exist). 

Approximately 150 000 Indigenous children were taken from their families. 

One common definition of reconciliation is "the restoration of friendly relations." This practical definition 
is one that we can all work towards in the coming days, weeks, months, and years. 

Meet The Teacher
It is safe to say that our school came alive with our first Welcome Back BBQ in the past three years. Nearly 
1000 people attended as students and their families explored their classrooms and the hallways of Leo 
Nickerson. For a significant number of our families, this was the first time they were able to freely explore 
the building and see the variety of spaces offered for students. For many of the remaining families, it had 
been a very long time since they had been in the building. To say that there was excitement, energy, and 
optimism in the air would be understating the feeling. Simply put, it felt great to have everyone together 
again and to see so many smiles amongst our school's large population. We look forward to many more 
great community events as the school year continues including things like our Halloween Dance and 
Winter Concert. 

Adam Rurka, Assistant Principal

A Note from Your School Council
Leo Nickerson’s School Council met for the first time on Monday, September 26. We elected a new executive for School 
Council and would like to welcome Holly Klein as Chair, Melissa Hills as Co-Chair, and Brian Grindey as Secretary. Meetings 
are scheduled once a month and the next meeting will be Monday, October 24 at 7:00 PM. 

Mr. Erickson will send an invitation out to parents in advance of each meeting. Meetings this year are running online 
again as we found that more parents are able to participate this way. A reminder that School Council exists to provide 
an opportunity for parents, teachers, the principal, and the School Board Trustee, to work as a community in the best 
interest of our children’s education. If there are matters you would like to have discussed at the School Council meeting 
you can share these with members of the executive at any time and they can be added to the meeting agenda. We are 
working on getting the official email address up and running, but for now, if you send an email to ln@spschools.org for 
the School Council Executive, it will be forwarded. We hope to see many of you at School Council meetings this year!



For more detailed information, please check out the calendar on the school website at 

For more photos, check out the Photo Galleries on 
the school website at ln.spschools.org

Leo Nickerson's Book of the Year

Terry Fox Run & The Return of Leo Nickerson's Annual Corn Roast!



For more detailed information, please check out the calendar on the school website at 

      Jan  9

Jan 11

As the months get wetter and colder, 
and wetter and colder...

Please send appropriate weather clothing.

A great suggestion:

Pack a labelled ziplock baggie with a change of clothes to keep at school. 

 Unfortunately, the offi  ce is no longer able to hand out clean/dry clothing.




