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A NEWSLETTER FROM ÉCOLE LEO NICKERSON SCHOOL

It’s hard to believe we’ve reached the end of the school year, and what a year it has been!  The fall and winter months went by so 
quickly and then time seemed to almost standstill in the spring.  I wondered if we would ever reach the end of June at all!  

On behalf of the staff at Leo Nickerson, I would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all of the parents for their support this 
past year.  This was a year like no other and as we strived to provide the best education possible for your children, we really could 
not have done it without you.  It was clear at the onset of transitioning to teaching and learning online, that a strong partnership 
between school and home was essential to giving your children the best possible experience.  Thank you for your grace and 
patience as we learned many new skills in a short amount of time.  Thank you for understanding that it wouldn’t be the same 
as coming to school.  Thank you for opening up your homes and being flexible in your schedules so our teachers could continue 
their relationships with their students.  Thank you for your trust that our staff would do the very best we could under these 
difficult circumstances.

It brings me great pleasure to thank the many parent volunteers who have worked continually to make École Leo Nickerson 
School a wonderful place for all our children.  Many thanks to the Friends of Leo Nickerson, School Council, Breakfast Club team, 
Art Walk Committee, Playground Committee, and to all who assisted in classrooms, on field trips and in support of remote 
learning.  Your contributions have been invaluable and our students benefit greatly from all of the outstanding work that you do!  
We are thrilled that our students will have a new playground to come back to in September! 

As with any year end, it is time to say goodbye to some.  We say a fond farewell to some incredible staff: Mrs. Williams, Mrs. 
Palmer, Mrs. Bocian, Mrs. Perkins, Mme Angelene, Mme Beier, Mme Smiley and Mme Watson.  A special farewell to Assistant 
Principal Tammy Schepens who has been at Leo Nickerson for 20 years!  Tammy, we wish you the best in your new opportunity 
at Lois E. Hole School next year.  To all departing staff, we hope that the values and beliefs gained from being a member of the 
Leo Nickerson community will always remain with you, even in your new adventures!  

To our returning students, we can’t wait to have you back in the fall!  This year we will see over 90 new kindergarten students in 
our English and French Immersion programs.  We welcome Educational Assistant Mrs. Zscherpel who joins us from Preschool, and 
Assistant Principal Adam Rurka who is coming from Keenooshayo School.  We’re happy to have them join the Leo Nickerson staff!

Many of you are wondering what the beginning of the upcoming school year will look like.  As a parent of a child in a St. Albert 
Public school, I wonder too.  The District has been working on developing procedures based on the guidance from the Alberta 
Government and regulations from Alberta Health Services.  The District shares their hope that this information will be ready 
to be shared with parents in the very near future.  Furthermore, we will wait for the anticipated announcement from Alberta 
Education on August 1st about school opening scenarios for September.  

I feel extremely grateful to work in such a strong school community with such incredible support and care for one another.  
I hope that everyone has an opportunity to rest and relax over the summer.  We will see you soon!

Helen
Principal

And What A Year It Has Been!



Farewell Parade 2020



For more detailed information, please check out the calendar on the school website at ln.spschools.org

Fall 2020
St. Albert Public Schools is developing procedures 
for students and staff  returning to school 
in the fall based on the guidance from the 
Alberta Government and regulations from 
Alberta Health Services.  The District 
shares their hope that this information 
will be ready to be shared with parents 
in the very near future.  
Furthermore, we will wait for the 
anticipated announcement from 
Alberta Education on August 1st 
about school opening scenarios for 
September.  Please keep an eye on the 
district website for information and updates.  
We will endeavour to keep you as informed as 
possible as we plan for the fall within this ever-
changing situation.



Planning for Next Year
At this time of year, the staff at École Leo Nickerson School are making preparations for the next school year.  
Registration, staffing, budget, class organization and ordering materials for the next year are but a few of 
the tasks that happen at the end of a school year. When creating the new classes for the following year, the 
school administration and the teaching staff, working in collaboration, take many factors into consideration.  
The composition of the learning groups are balanced to the best of our ability to accommodate student 
learning needs, class size, inclusion of special needs, behaviour, group dynamics, student ability and gender. 
All learning groups include students with a range of abilities. Current classroom teachers share as much 
information as possible with future classroom teachers about each student so that all classes are as 
productive as possible. 

Accommodating many parent requests can complicate the task of balancing classes. Students might also 
put pressure on their parents to request a certain teacher or be with a certain friend. Parents then feel 
that they have to place a request for their child and the spiral continues— undoing, in some cases, the 
optimum learning groups that the teaching staff have worked so hard to create. We ask that you support 
our educational decisions by not requesting specific teachers or classrooms. If parents have information 
concerning medical or educational needs, they are invited to provide the school with the information in 
writing so the most appropriate placement can be determined. 

At Leo Nickerson, we have a dedicated, professional teaching staff that collectively work to provide 
excellent programs for our students. We continually strive to do our best in providing the optimum learning 
environments for our students to achieve success.

SUBJECT SPECIALISTS
Art: Teresa Settingiano
Drama: Janet McKinley, Meridith Gagnon
Music: Kirsten Throndson, Roxanne Walter
Physical Education: Glenn Wilson

EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANTS
Thuy Arbour  Kate Peppinck
Rose-Marie Cadzow Ann Proulx
Cathy Carew  Carrie Santiago
Haley Doherty  Ben Schepens 
Kelly Hill   Becky Spanakis
Karen Keels  Nacima Strader      
Kim Lelacheur   Lori Zscherpel  

Principal: Helen Nowell
Assistant Principal: Adam Rurka 
Counsellor: Christina McLeod

ENGLISH PROGRAM
Kindergarten Jenelle Sanelli   Room 131
Grade 1  Nancy Rennie   Room 102  
Grade 2  Brenda Vandermeer  Room 106
Grade 3  Charmaine Julé   Room 207
Grade 4/5 Jason Cheung   Room 153
Grade 5/6 Christine de Wit   Room 157
Grade 6  Joel Wood   Room 158

FRENCH IMMERSION PROGRAM
Kindergarten Stephenie Kirk   Room 128
Kindergarten Lesley Spiller   Room 129
Grade 1  Teresa Schmidt   Room 103
Grade 1  Alex Amyotte   Room 104
Grade 2  Karalie Kinnersley   Room 101
Grade 2  Carla Calderon/Elise Stelmaschuk Room 127
Grade 3  Sydney Taylor   Room 206
Grade 3  Lindsey Hornung   Room 205
Grade 4  Meridith Gagnon   Room 155
Grade 4/5 Roxanne Walter/Janet McKinley Room 156
Grade 5  Janvier Rousseau   Room 154
Grade 6  Teresa Settingiano  Room 159

TECHNICAL SUPPORT 
Craig Arnold

CUSTODIAL
Vernon Lapina  
Neal Barnes
Emmanuel Bigcas

OFFICE 
Stephanie Bland  
Pamyla Christensen 

LIBRARY  
Darcy Taylor

Leo Nickerson Staff for 2020-2021






